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implying that there is little of scientific value liferation of scientific literature and the need to ra- 
within this volume: indeed the exact opposite tionalize its purpose and mode of presentation. 
would be the case. My comments reflect a more 
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This book which deals with epigenesis and induc- 
tive interactions during early development is the 
sixteenth volume of the Developmental and Cell 
Biology Series edited by P.W. Barlow, P.B. Green 
and C.C. Wylie. 
In attempting to cover the development of the 
entire chordate phylum the authors undertook an 
ambitious project. The discussion concentrates on 
early development and excludes organ mor- 
phogenesis (although early events are mentioned). 
Even so, to keep this review to a reasonable size the 
authors have restricted their treatment of chordate 
development o the research carried out during the 
last two decades. To achieve this they refer the 
reader to a large number of reviews (many of them 
excellent) and they include an extensive list of 
references; however, it is regrettable that the 55 
pages of references include only a small number of 
reports published after 1980 and only a few in the 
area of the molecular biology of development. The 
book is divided into 19 chapters which have been 
ordered logically and each chapter ends with a 
useful evaluation/summary. In addition, there is 
an extensive reference list, a subject index and an 
author index. 
With the exception of symmetrisation the 
authors treated development chronologically. 
They start their treatment of development with the 
primordial germ cells and not with the fertilised 
egg as many other reviews do. Following the In- 
troduction and a chapter on general considera- 
tions, the next three chapters expertly guide the 
reader through oogenesis and spermatogenesis. 
The relationships between inductive interactions 
and competence and between them and mor- 
phogenetic movements is clearly explained 
throughout the text. Most chapters start with a 
look at amphibian development and continue with 
the presentation of the relevant literature from the 
analysis of development in other chordate groups. 
The authors conclude with the hope that their 
review stimulates a combined analysis of the 
biochemistry and the physiology of the inducing 
and reacting system; the theory and hypotheses are 
certainly well-presented in this volume. 
The text is written in a very clear and straightfor- 
ward style and it is easy to follow. However, a few 
more illustrations, especially recent ones, would 
have been useful. 
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